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Lung cancer and smoking among men in south India

v ', A Mathews®, P Brennan®, P Boffetta®
Cancer Institute, Epidemiclogy, Chennai, India; *Regional Can-
cer Centre, Epidemiology, Trivandrum, India; *International
Agency for Research on Cancer, Environmental Cancer Epidemi-
ology, Lyon, France
Contact e-mail:gaja_I @hotmail.com

Background: About 40% of the males aged 35 and over smoke
in Chennai and lung cancer incidence rates are increasing in
Chennai over the years. Method: A case-control study on lung
cancer to evaluale the role of cigarette and bidi smoking was
conducted with 778 cases and 3430 controls in two centers in
South India in collaboration with IARC, Results: The adds ratio
(OR) and 95% confidence interval (CI) adjusted for age, educa-
tional level, center and alcohol habit for lung cancer among ex-
smokers and current smokers were 2.4 (1.7-3.3) and 5.4 (4.1-6.9)
respectively. Among current smokers smoking cigareties and bidis
were associated with an adjusted OR (95% CI) of 2.2 (1.8-2.7) and
38 (3.1-4.8) respectively. The risk increased with duration of
smoking habit and daily and cumulative lifetime smoking. An
excess risks of 30% and 60% were associated with every 10
pack-years smoked among cigarette and bidi smokers respectively.
Compared to cument smokers, ten year after stopping smoking
habit the risk of developing lung cancer among ex-smokers de-
creased to 40% and after 15 years to 30%. Increased risk of lung
cancer was seen among those drinking locally prepared alcohol
[OR(95% CIx 1.7 (1.3-2.3)]. No association was seen with chew-
ing tobacco. No interaction effect was seen between habits. Con-
clusion: Higher risk for lung cancer was seen among bidi smokers
than cigarette smokers. Stopping smoking works.
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Immunologic and other biological parameters as a function of
smoking status and of residence in areas differing in terms of
air pollution

N van Larebeke', B Husson®, W De Coen®, E Pluygers®

Ghent University, Radiotherapy, Nuclear Medicine and Experi-
mental Cancerology, Gent, Belgium; *Jolimont Hospital, Flow
Cytometry Department, La Louviére, Belgium: University of
Antwerp, Laboratory for Ecughysinlngy. Biochemistry and Toxi-
cology, Antwerp, Belgium: “Jolimont Hospital, Department of
Oncology, La Louvigre, Belgium

Contact e-mail:nicolas. vanlarebeke @ rug.ac.be

Our objective: to assess whether residence in a more polluted
area was associated with differences in hematolagical or immuno-
logical parameters and serum Carcino Embryonic Antigen (CEA)
level, The old industrial region of La Louviere (Belgium) com-
prises the urban “Lu Louviere-Steelworks” area harboring big steel
waorks, the semi-urban “Power plant-Landfill” area containing an
old style landfill, & coke oven and a power plant fueled with coal
and a “Peripheral”area containing rural and semi-urban zones but
no important sources of emissions. Method. Biomonitoring study
on 293 healthy residents without important occupational expo-
sures, Smoking status was taken into account. Results. Smokers
were found to have significantly (p=0.03) higher absolute num-
bers of leukocytes, neutrophils, CD3+ lymphocytes (lys), CD4+
lys, CD25+ lys, higher CD4/CD8 rations and higher CEA levels
but significantly lower IgG immunoglobulin levels than non-smok-
crs. Compared 1o persons living in the “Peripheral area” +, and
after correction for sex, smoking status and age, persons living in
the more polluted “Power Plant-Landfill” and “La Louviere-Steel-
works” areas showed significantly more CD3+CD36+ lys. Also,
persons residing in these areas tended to have less platelets, more
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lymphocytes, CD3+ lys, CD8+ lys, a higher complement Cle
serum concentration and a slightly higher CEA serum concentra-
tion. Although about the same mean value for the CDHCDE ratio
was found for the more polluted areas, a higher percentage of their
residents showed o ratio that was either <1 or = 2,25, The number
of CD3+CD56+ I:,'s!td showed a negative correlation with the
CD4+/CDB+ ratio (R*= 0.132, p<0.0001 ). Conclusions. Several
parameters studied seemed to be affected differently by smoking
and residence in a more polluted area. CD3+CD56+ Iymphocyte
counts, reported to be increased in cancer patients, were higher in
residents of more polluted area’s and showed a negative correla-
tion with the CD4+/CDB+ ratio.
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Breast cancer public organization’s activity features in
Ukraine

V I Tarwinov', L O Yaschenko®

‘Ukrainian Rescarch Institute of Oncology and Radiclogy, Mam-
mological Center, Kyiv, Ukraine; *All-Ukrainian Public Organi-
zation . Kyiv, Ukraine

Contact e-mail:wozhy@ hommail.com :

Study of breast cancer patients (over 5000) in the Ukrainian
Mammology Center revealed some peculiarities in the problem of
breast cancer in Ukraine: lack of screening program, deficiency of
modern mammographs etc. Presence of our representatives on the
First World Conference on Breast Cancer (July 1997, Kingstone,
Canada) stimulated establishment of All-Ukrainian public organi-
zation "Donna™ aimed on moral and psychological support for
women breast cancer survivors, In 1999 this organization became
the member of UICC, thus extending horizon of their activity.
Urgency of “Donna’s” activity in Ukraine is increasing each year
because of growing number of breast cancer patients, raising
death-rate, influence of Chemobyl accident afier-effects, active
alcohol drinking and tabacco smoking, consumption of large
amounts of animal fats, disharmony and incongruity of sexual life
and intimate relations as a result of worsening of the income in
families and growth of stressful pressure. Based on this the main
risk factors for Ukraine can be determined as following: 1. Afier-
effects of Chermnobyl accident; 2. Consumption of animal fats; 3.
Growth of sexual disharmony leading to hormonal disorders, Ac-
tivity of “Donna” is simed on reduction of influence of these
factors by means of lectures, talks, publications in mass-media,
cooperation with scientific-research institutions. Only three years
later the results of this activity are appreciable. Having an example
of similar UICC organizations all over the world, members of
Ukrainian “Donna” get liberated, and feel themselves able 1o
overcome all hardship and survive in existing situation.
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Molecular follow up of preneoplastic lesions in bronchial epi-
thelium of former Chernobyl nﬁ:umlg workers

A Tat !, V Chizhikov', S Chikina®, 1 th:mvska)ya’. G Ung-
iadze', M Samsonova®, A Chernyaev®, A Chuchalin

'Cancer Research Center, Moscow, Russian Federation; 2Instinute
of Pulmonology, Moscow, Russian Federation

Contaci e-mail-taresyan @ space.ri

lonizing radiation is a potent carcinogen, but the precise molec-
ular damage associated with it is still unknown. In this study we
investigated cancer-related molecular abnormalities including K-
ras mutations, pl6™*** promoter hypermethylation and microsat-
ellite alterations at seven chromosomal regions in successive bi-
opsies obtained from former Chemobyl cleanup workers in
comparison with smokers and nonsmokers who have never had
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radiation exposure. Our results indicate that prolonged persistence
of inhaled radioactive particles is associated with appearance of
allelic loss at 3-2[2. ipl4.2 (FHIT), 3p21, 3p22-24 (hMLH1) and
9p21 (pl6™"**) in bronchial epithelium of former Chernobyl
cleanup workers. The prevalence of 3pl4.2 allelic loss was asso-
ciated with decreased expression of the FHIT mRNA in their
bronchial epithelium in comparison with control group of smokers.
During several years of our monitoring samples of lung epithelium
were collected from the same area of lung. In epithelium exposed
to carcinogens (tobacco smoke and/or radioactivity) the total num-
ber of melecular abnormalities was significantly higher in dyspla-
sia and in morphologically normal foci progressed later 1o dyspla-
sia than in these samples which never showed evidence of such
progression. Our findings indicate that extensive cancer-related
molecular abnormalities sequentially occur in radiation damaged
bronchial epithelium of former Chemobyl cleanup workers.
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Effect of oligoelements Se, Zn and Mn plus lachesis muta on
panc-1 cell line ;m\vﬂn In-vitro and in-vivo studies

EJV Crescenti’, E S Rivera’, M Croci®, G P Cricco?, G A
Martin®, R M Bergoc?

"Instituto de Inmuno Oncologfa, Direccién Médica, Buenos Aires,
Argentina; *Universidad de Buenos Aires, Facultad de Farmacia y
Bioquimica, Radiobiologia, Buenos Aires, Argentina; *Instituto de
Inmuno Oneologia, Anatomia Patolégica, Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina

Contact e-mail cresmed @ sudnet,com.ar

The objective of this study was to investigate in-vitro and
in-vivo the molecular mechanism of action of Zn, Se, Mn plus L.
Muta (LMO) employing a cell line from human pancreatic carei-
RO

Methods: 1.PANC-1 cells were used to determine the effect of
LMO on proliferation. Cell cycle was studied by VIA and apoplo-
sis by DNA fragmentation flow citometry and cell morphology.
PCNA and c-FOS proteins were siudied by immunohistochemical
methods. 2.Three different groups of nude mice (n=10) were
injected with 3x10°ells; A: Control; B: preventive, received daily
se 0,02 ml of LMO beginning 30 days previous to cell inoculation;
C: treated, animals received daily 0.02 ml of LMO, beginning
when tumors attained a diameter of 0.6 cm and continued till the
spontancous death. Tumer growth characteristics, expression of
¢-FOS and PCNA proteins and survival were analyzed in all

ps.

Results: 1. In-vitro results showed a significant inhibition (60%)
on cell proliferation. Cell cycle analysis indicated an increased
number of cells in G2/M phase 24 hs after treatment. No signifi-
canl apoptosis was observed with any of the techniques. PCNA
was highly expressed in proliferating control cells compared to
ireated cells; ¢-FOS showed similar levels in all cells indicating
that it is deregulated. 2. The inoculation of nude mice produced the
development of semi differentiated ductal carcinomas with the
following values in group A, B and C, respectively: Tumoral
incidence (%) 80, 70 and 80 (p<0.0001 X2 test, B vs A and C)
latency period days) 102, 2326 and 102 (p<<0,001 B vs A and
C, Newman-Keuls); survival median (days) 80, 101 and 128
(p<0.001 logrank test). Tumors from treated animals showed a
low expression of PCNA with extensive areas of necrosis.

Conclusions: LMO shows in vivo and in vitro a significant
inhibitory effect on cell proliferation in agreement with previous
reports and with the prolonged survival rates observed in advanced
pancreatic cancer patients,
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Morbidity from lung cancer in the Republic of Macedonia -
epidemiological study

1 Pavlpvska, K Vasilevska, D Danilovski, N Orovchanec, B
Zafirova, L Lazovska

University “St. Cyril and Methodius”, Medical Faculty, Skopie,
Institute of Epidemiology, Biostatistics and Medical Informatics,
Skopje, The Former Yugoslay Republic, Macedonia

Contact e-mail:ipavlova @ unet.com.mk

Background: In the FYROM, in the last twenty years, malignant
neoplsm's, because of the high mortality was ranged on the second
place in the structure of causes of death, after the cardiovascular
diseases. Lung cancer is the most common form of cancer in the
world. In FYROM, this type of cancer was on the first place among
ten most commaon primary locations of cancers in the year 1997,
with Mb-41/100,000. Lung cancer continues to be the leader in
cancer deaths among men in most countries, also in Macedonia,
with Mb-69/100,000, Among women, this site of cancer was on
the sixth place, after cancer of breast, reproductive argans, skin
and gaster. Mb rate was 12/100,000.The AIM of this sudy was to
analyze the distribution of lung cancer among patients with this
disease according to these parameters: sex, age and place of living,
Methods: The study includes patients with lung cancer, registered
in the Cancer Registry of Macedonia, in the period between
1995-1997.Total number of cases was 2245, Data were examined
with descriptive and analytical epidemiological methods. Resuls:
During the observed period (1995/97), morbidity dynamic shows
rates of 37.7/100,000. According the frequencies by sex, the dis-
tribution is significant between men and women (X2=1164;
DF=2:p<0.001). Analyzes of morbidity by sex and age during the
observed period shows the highest rate in men,at the age group
between T0-74 years, when it was 463.8/100,000 population (in the
year 1997). Among women, the highest Mb rate was observed in
1995 (78.8/100,000), at the age group betwesn 75-79.Distribetion
by sex and place of living shows that in both sexes, most of the
patients were from urban arca {men 76.7%; women §0.3%). Con-
clusion: The results of this study show that lung cancer in the
Republic of Macedonia takes an important role in cancer morbid-
ity. During the observed period (1995/97), men were 5 to & time
folds more often ill. Among both sexes, lung cancer appears most
frequently at the age group between 60-79 years,
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Texas cancer plan - 15-year report card

Vit
Cancer Control Clinic & Texas Tech University Health Sciences
Center, Medical Oncology, Lubbock, TX 79410, United States
Cantact e-mail:meddv@ ttuhse.edu or [ibrmv@ truhse, edu

In the 1980s, the Texas State Health Depariment projected that
between 1986 and 2000 the number of new cancer cases in Texas
would increase by more than 85%. The Texas State Legislature
responded by appointing a citizens task force to develop short-term
and long-range action plans to reduce cancer mortality in the state,
and created the Texas Cancer Council (TCC) to implement this
plan. Seed funding was provided from the state budget (taxes).
Existing agencies and organizations served as the building blocks
to construct a statewide program. The Texas Cancer Plan, Actions
and Directions for the Future, 1986 to 2000 served as a blueprint
for action. Improved incidence data collection, inventory of and
expansion of cancer resources, improved cancer information data
systems, implementation of comprehensive school health pro-
grams emphasizing cancer prevention, expanded cancer screening,
and training nurses, physicians, dentists and medical students in
cancer prevention, screening and early detection were undertaken
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xenograft models. We suggested the HGF/c-met signaling pathway
in pancreatic cancer is not in an autocrine loop and is restricted
mainly by the c-met expression in cancer cells.
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Expression of pancreatic duodenal homeobox gene-1 in pan-
creatic cancer and its correlation with elinfcopathological fac-

tors

M Koizumi, R Dioi, T Mori, K Kami, D Ito, E Toyoda, S Tulachan,
T Masui, § Tsuji, S Nakajima, K Fujimoto, M Imamura

Kyoto University, Division of Surgery & Surgical Basic Science,
Kyoto, Japan

Contact e-mail:makoiz @kuhp. kyvoto-wac.jp

Introduction: The original cells responsible for generating pan-
creatic ductal adenocarcinoma remains unclear. In the pancreatic
regeneration, pancreatic duodenal homeobox gene-1 (pdx-1)
emerges in ductal cells that have pluripotency to differentiate into
islets. Therefore, pdx-1 is thought to be a marker of de-differen-
tiated cells o regain their pluripotency o differentiate into any
pancreatic cell type. In this study, we analyzed pdx-1 expression in
pancreatic cancers and its comelation with clinicopathological fac-
tors. Methods: We examined 35 patients with pancreatic cancer
who had undergone resection at our institution between 1994-
200¢r. Immunohistochemical staining was performed by the immu-
noperoxidase technique. Correlation with pdx-1 expression, tumor
size, THNM stage, tumor grade and tumor pathology were investi-
gated with the use of the chi-squared test. Kaplan-Meier method
was used to calculate survival curves and Log-Rank test was
performed to compare differences in survival rates, The influence
of various clinicopathological factors on overall survival was also
assessed by Cox's proportional hazard model. Results: Fifteen of
35 pancreatic cancers (43%) were positive for pdx-1 expression
and 20 (57%) were negative. Among the clinicopathological fac-
tors, microscopic lymphnode metastasis and histological grade
significantly correlated with pdx-1 expression (p = 0.02 and 0.04,
respectively). Patiems with negative pdx-1 expression tended to
show less lymphnode metastasis and higher histological grade.
Further, patients with positive pdx-lexpression had a significantly
waorse survival than those with negative (p = 0.02). By means of
Cox’s proportional hazard mndr,ls. univariate and multivariate
analyses revealed that pdx-1 is an independent variable affecting
overall survival (p = 0.03). Conclusions: This stl.lijr suggests that
pdx-1 may play an important role in the progression of pancreatic
cancer, [ts value to predict prognosis remains to be determined.
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Plasmacytoma of pancreas: a case report

S R Bolla, V Gotlib, M Borukhova, 1 Braunschweig, A G Patel
The Brooklyn Hospital Center, Division of Hematology & Oneol-
ogy, Brooklyn, United States

Contact e-mail:srbolla @ hotmail.com

Secondary plasmacytoma is a malignant extraosseous prolifer-
ation of plasma cells common for multiple myeloma (MM) in
advanced stages. Here we present a case of Plasmacytoma of the
pancreas. An 82 years old female with a history of MM (IgA
Lambda) diagnosed in Jan 2000 and who was being treated with
melphalan and prednisone came in Dec 2001 with complaints of
weakness and back pain. Physical examination was remarkable for
Jaundice; there was no hepatomegaly or abdominal mass. Labora-
tory studies showed a hemoglobin of 9.4g/dl, BUN of 12mg/dl,
creatinine of 0.9mg/dl, calcium of 10.2mgfdl, wtal bilirubin
of18.3mg/dl, direct bilirubin of 12.9mg/dl and alkaline phospha-
tase of 537w/l. Hepatitis profile was negative, Right upper quadrant
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sonogram showed mild intra hepatic biliary ductal dilatation. CT
scan of abdomen showed multiple soft tissue densities in pancreas,
portahepatis, adjacent to right kidney and dilatation of intra hepatic
bile ducts. ERCP was performed and stent was placed in the
common bile duct. The total bilirubin dropped to 5.0mg/dl in 6
days, CT pguided biopsy of the mass was done and it showed
plasma cells. We had planned to give radiation therapy to the area.
The most common sites of extracsseous myelomatous infiltration
are the liver, spleen and lymph nodes. It is unclear as to why these
tissues are more prone to Plasmacytoma than others. Plasmacy-
toma of pancreas is a very rare condition. When a pancreatic mass
is detected in a patient with previously diagnosed MM Plasmacy-
toma should be suspected, as it is sensitive to radiation.
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Surgical resection for noninvsive and invasive intraductal pap-
illary mucinous carcinoma

T N Makagohri, M K Konishi, K I Inoue, 5 T Takahashi, Y T
Tanizawa, ¥ ¥ Yoneyama, A K Kobayashi, T K Kinoshita
Mational Cancer Center Hospital East, Surgery, Kashiwa, Japan
Contact e-mail:inakagor@eastnee.go.fp -

The background of the study

Intraductal papillary mucinous tumor of the pancreas is a re-
cently established clinical entity which includes a spectrum of
lesions ranging from benign adenoma to malignant infiltrating
carcinoma, Patients with intraductal papillary mucinous adenoma
have a favorable prognosis after surgical treatment. However,
recurment disease frequently occurs in patients with invasive intra-
ductal papillary mucinous carcinoma. The clinicopathological, im-
aging, and prognostic differences among adenoma, noninvasive
carcinoma and invasive carcinoma have not been clarified,

The method used

Between June 1995 and Decmber 2001, 29 patients with intra-
ductal papillary mucinous tumors of the pancreas underwent sur-
gical resection at the National Cancer Center Hospital East. They
were divided into three groups;, adenoma (n=10), noninvasive
carcinoma (n=9), and invasive carcinoma (n=10). This single-
institute study examined the imaging findings, histopathological
features, and outcome after surgical resection in patienis with
intraductal papillary mucinous tumors,

The results obtained

The median size of adenoma, noninvasive carcinoma, and in-
vasive carcinoma was 3.3cm, 5.0cm, 5.7cm, respectively. There
was a significant difference in size between adenoma and carci-
noma (p=0.006). All patients with adenoma or noninvasive car-
cinoma were alive without recurrent disease. In cases of invasive
carcinoma, 70% had lymph node involvement and 30% had ret-
roperitoneal invasion. The 1, 2, 4-year actuarial survival rate for
patients with invasive carcinoma was 39%, 26%, 13%. Recurrence
occurred as liver metasiasis in 3 patients, carcinomatous peritonitis
in 3, local recurrence in 3, and lung metastasis in 1.

The conclusion reached

Patients with adenoma or noninvasive carcinoma had a better
prognosis than patients with invasive intraductal papillary muci-
nous carcinoma. Margin-negative pancreatic resection can be rec-
ommended for treating invasive carcinoma.
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Novell treatment for advanced pancreatic cancer, 73 patients
10 years follow up
EJV Crescenti', E J Alegre, M Croci’

Instituto de Inmuno Oncologia, Direction, Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina; *Hospital Municipal de Oncologia “Marie Curie”, Jefe Con-
sultorios Externos, Buenos Aires, Argentina; *Instituto de Inmuno
Oncologia, Anathomopathology, Buenos Aires. Argentina
Comtact e-mail:cresmed @ sudner.com.ar

Background: Pancreatic carcinoma (PC) is highly resistant to
chemotherapeutic agents (CHT). The most commonly used CHT
have very poor response rates even and very low median survival
rtes (MSR), Several toxic effects are present. Previous resulls
obtaining prolonged MSK {ree of side effects in colon carcinoma,
PC and mammary carcinoma, lead us to carry on this trial using the
psociation of low dose Lachesis Muta venom and trace elements
Se. Zn and Mg LMO.

Method: A group of 73 patients entered the experiment. The
eligibility criterin were: non resectable advanced local or meta-
static PC, post surgical relapsed PC, histological confirmation,
previous therapy suspended 3 weeks prior to the beginning of our
treatment, ECOG status O 1o 3, life expectancy 12 weeks, ictericia,
bore marrow hipofunction and hepatic enzyme alterations were
allowed if not compromising life expectancy. Patients were treated
with daily intramuscularly applied 5 cm3 during all the follow up.

Results: The 73 patients that entered the test showed a 19 months
MSR (578 days) 25 % of them were alive five years later. Absolutely
no secondary or adverse effects were observed due to the treatment.
Remission of tumor masses was rarely observed but stabilization
during long periods and slow increase was observed. Patients with
relatively big metastatic or primitive tumor masses were able to carry
on almost normal activities (ECOG 1-2) until the lntest weeks of
survival, Important quality of life benefits were observed, due to the
absence of adverse effects and psychical improvement compared with
previous CHT treatment periods, in the same patients. Advanced PC
patients showed MSR duplicating those obtained with the latest CHT
trials, without toxic or undesirable effects.

Conclusion: We consider the LMO treatment highly recom-
mendable for PC patients in any stage in place of CHT drugs and
25 o complementary therapy associated to radiotherapy, surgery
and CHT. :

P 329

Effect of an energy and protein dense, high n-3 fatty acid oral
supplement on tumor response in paiients with cancer ca-
Eﬁ_}l_jEumn'. M F von Meyenfeldt®, A G W Moses', R van
Geenen’, A Roy®, D ] Gouma®, A Giacosa®, A van Gossum®, M §
Harris’, G Comer®, M Ferguson’, A C Voss”, M J Tisdale®, on
behalf of the Cancer Cachexia Swdy Group

'Rayal Infirmary of Edinburgh, Department of Clinical and Sur-
gical Sciences, Edinburgh, United Kingdom; *University Hospital
of Maastricht, Maastricht, The Netherlands; *Academisch Medisch
Centrum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands; “Center Hospitalier de
I'University de Montreal, Montreal, Canada; *Istituto Nazionale
per la Ricerca sul Cancro, Genoa, ltaly; “Universite de Bruxelles
Erasme, Brussels, Belgium; "Ross Products Division, Columbus,
United States; ®Abbott Laboratories, Chicago, United States: ° As-
ton University, Birmingham, United Kingdom

Contact e-mail:kfearon@ed.ac.uk

Background. Eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA), an n-3 fauy acid,
has been shown to have anti-cachectic and anti-umor properties.
Previously, a net gain of body weight and lean body mass was
demonsurated with an intake of 1.5-2 cans/day of an energy and
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protein dense, high EPA and antioxidant oral supplement in pa-
tients with advanced pancreatic cancer. In the present study, the
effect of this supplement on umor progression was evaluated,
Methods. An B-week multicenter, randomized, double-blind trial
enrolled 200 cachectic patients with pancreatic cancer. Patients
were randomized to consume 2 cans/day of the experimental:E(95)
or control:C(105) supplement (480mls, 620kcal, 32g protein
2.2g EPA). Plasma phospholipid EPA (ppEPA) levels were mea-
sured by gas chromatography and serum CAI9-9 levels were
assessed by ELISA at baseline and & weeks, Non-parametric lests
were used for within and between group comparisons of change in
CA19-9 levels from baseline 1o week 8. Comelations between
change in ppEPA and CA19-9 levels were examined. Results. 110
patients (SOE;60C) completed the 8-week study. CA19-9 levels
increased over the 8-week study in both groups (p<0.001). There
was no significant difference in the change in CA19-9 levels
between groups; median change (range) C:153 (-4691 to 794300),
E:205(-4145 to 139350). There was no significant comrelation
between the change in CA19-9 and ppEPA for either group.
Nonparametric Two Way ANOVA demonstrated no significant
interaction between the stage of disease and treatment group.
however, patients with stage IV disease had a greater increase in
CA19-9 levels over the study period than patients with stage ILTIT
disease (median change stage VI3, siage TV:1470; p=0.001).
Conclusion. This study suggests that EPA and amioxidants in an
oral supplement does not influence umor growth in patients with
cancer cachexia.

P 330

Preliminary evidence of activity from a phase II trial of do-
cetaxel/irinotecan (D/I) combination in patients (pts) with ad-
vanced pancreatic cancer (PC)

B Buriness, R Edwards, E Knill-Selby, F Depourcg, J Murren, |

Lacy

Yale University School of Medicine, Dept of Internal Medicine &
Yale Cancer Center, New Haven, CT, United States

Contact e-mail:barbara, burtness @ yale.edu

D and | are among novel agents with activity in PC. Combina-
tion D/l is attractive because of preclinical evidence of synergy,
non-overlapping toxicities and differing mechanisms of action
targeting cells in different phases of the cell cycle. Recommended
phase 11 doses are D 35mg/m” and [ 50mg/m® on days 1, 8, 15, and
21 of a 35 day cycle. We have enrolled 18 pts with unresectable or
metastatic adenocarcinoma of the pancreas on a phase II wial of
this regimen. Pts had ECOG performance status 0 or 1, bidimen-
sionally measurable disease, ANC > 1500/ul, nommal bilirubin,
AST < 5 x upper limit of normal {(ULN), alkaline phosphatase <
2.5 x ULN, and gave written informed consent. None had received
prior chemotherapy. D 35 mg/m® was infused -over 1 hour, fol-
lowed by I 50mg/m* over 30 minutes. Mean age was 59 (38 to 73).
Principal grade 3/4 toxicities were diarrhea, neutropenia and hy-
perglycemia. There were 2 early deaths: | pulmonary embolus and
| sudden death. Two pts have not yet undergone reevaluation, OF
14 evaluable patients, 5 (36%) achieved partial response, 5 (36%)
had stable disease and 4 (28%) by first reassessment.
Median time on study for the 11 pts who have been removed (10
for progression, | for toxicity) is 5 months (m) (1 to 16.5m). Five
pts remain on study at 0, 2, £, 9 and |1m. The median survival is
8m (1 1o 24m) with 7 pts alive at 0, 2, 9, 10, 10, 11.5, and 18m,
According to our 2-stage design, there is sufficient activity 10
expand accrual to 37 pts.



